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Introduction to the Great War

        World War I, the Great War began on July 28th, 1914 when Austria-Hungry officially declared war on Serbia.  American did not officially declare war on Germany until April 6th, 1917.  Americans did not start fighting until October 23rd, 1917.  The War ended on November 11th, 1919 when Germany signed along side the Allies.  Throughout the war, there were a total of 37,508,686 casualties.  126,000 Americans died and 1,773,700 Germans died as well.

· New Technology
· Artillery
· 
Artillery was a high powered cannon which was lethal at long ranges and very effective.  The French[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.jpg]


 built Artillery with a range of 22,500 feet and the Germans built Artillery with a maximum range of 5 miles.
· Balloons

· 
 Small observation balloons used to silently observe enemies and direct artillery.  They usually fit one or two pilots.  Pilots wore parachutes to increase chances of survival.
· Flamethrowers
· 
Flamethrowers were invented by the Germans and used to combat trench warfare.  This was originally a two man weapon, one to hold and direct the nose, another with the fuel on his back.  Eventually a smaller one was made.  They had a range of 40 meters and could fire for up to 40 seconds. 
· Gas

· 
Chlorine gas was originally used by the Germans in the battle of Ypres against the French and Canadians.  The entire Canadian forces in that battle were killed as a result of the gas.  Germany also created “Yellow Cross” gas and “White Star” gas, both with different, deadly attributes.
· Grenades

· 
Grenades proved very useful in trench warfare.  Most famously was the German “Potato Masher” or stick grenade.  It had a pull string with a 5 and a half second fuse.
· Helmets
· 
Helmets were first used in WWI because many soldiers were injured with slow moving pieces of shrapnel as soldiers looked over the trenches.  Helmets were cheaply made and protected aga[image: image3.jpg]


inst this.
· Searchlights
· 
Searchlights were helpful in protecting France by searching for enemy planes at night.  Germany frequently bombed major cities with night air raids and the searchlights effectively helped against it.
· Submarines
· 
Submarines were commonly used by Germany.  These were called U-Boats, Underwater Boats.  Germany’s unrestricted Submarine warfare policies were a major reason why America got involved in WWI.
· Machine Guns
· 
Machine Guns played a major part in the war.  These guns were very powerful and had a high rate of fire.  They were able to quickly eliminate large numbers of enemies, but required a multi-man team to operate.

